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Okonkwo's Moribund World: A Transition 

Colonial World 

Surasree Deb Barman 

M.A English 
Email: surasreedev1996@gmail.com 

from Igbo Culture to 

We, the human beings follow some rules, regulations, rituals 

religions, and language in our lives. We can say that; we are 

identified by these aspects which form the base of our 

existence. Thus, anyone becomes offended when it comes 

down to his identity. 'Culture' and Identity Crisis' are the 
most discussed terms in postcolonial theory. Chinua Achebe in 

his novel Things Fall Apart (1958) tackles the subject of 
colonialism justly and shows how Igbo people lost their 
ancestral culture and therefore their identity by an alien 
culture. This paper attempts an observation of indigenous 
people of Igbo land and also shows how strange one can 
behave when he suffers a crisis of identity. It also puts a 
question that is it the only fault of the colonizer or the 
hollowness of Igbo culture that leads them to fall apart? 
Keywords: Colonialism, Colonizer. Identity Crisis, Mimicry, 
Society, Culture. 

The word colonialism is defined by by Oxford Advance Leaner's 

Dictionary of Current English as "the powerful country controls another country or other as "the practice by which 2 
countries" 

(Hornby 290) Post-Colonial criticism is both an area discussion and theoretical exploration. It talks about those 

126 
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Abstract: 
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Vol. 9, Issue 1, January 2021 

Modern age has prOVIded great opportunities in all domains of people's lives, but it has also generated unexpected obstacles; one of which is a negative change in the concept of beauty in 
society. The new emerging tendency of people to appear like a supermodel in social media 
and to draw the interest of others by adding beauty filters not only sends an ambiguous 
message about beauty, but also produces a false claim of appearance where teenagers like to 
fake it.' Beauty has always been the contentious subject in most fictional works and specially 
In fairy tales. Classic fairy tales portray their heroine as a beautiful being, a picture-perfect 
Sübstance. They are celebrated not for their confidence or bravery, but for their outward 

dppearance, clothing and jewels. Thus, every girl child has a fantasy of finding a Fairy God 

Mother who can turn her into a stunning, attractive princess and only then, they can meet 

t prince charming and happily ever after:. But things are not the same, they don't have 
God Mother or they don't want to remain as a beautiful angel, rather, they want to be 

Ordinary with full of courage and confidence to fight back to any evil. They don't need any 

prince charming to fight for her rather they want to fight for their own. This paper will study 

the contrast between the classical and modern story of Cinderella in Children Literature and 

also explore how the concept of beauty is changing in the modern books and fairy tales 
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THE TWISTED BODY: A Disability Study of 

Abstract: 

www.ijrar.org (E-ISSN 2348-1269, P- ISSN 2349-5138) 

Indian English Children's Literature 

SURASREE DEB BARMAN 

State Aided College Teacher, 
Birsa Munda College, Hatighisa. 

The stories that we encounter influence the way we perceive the world. Since childhood, we've been interacting 

at literature as a means of identification. We try to identify ourselves with the people we read about, and these comparisons form 

our views and opinions about ourselves. In the ideal world, literature adequately represents the dynamics ofour society. However, 

as most of us have undoubtedly acknowledged, this is not the case. The bulk of the literary works mainly portray people of white, 

misgendered, heterosexual, mostly masculine, and able of body and mind. This place certain parts of the populace under 

represented in the literature they read, which has insidious and sometimes overlooked consequences for their understanding of 

themselves and their place in the world. One of the most inadequately categories were those with disabilities. A substantial 

number of people are living with disabilitiesrepresenting about 15% of the civilian population. However, this population is 

scarcely represented in literature. And when they do, the discourse about them is always negative. This paper will talk about the 

representation of disability in Indian Children's literature and propose a new path towards inclusive education. 

Keywords: Disability, Children, Ableism, Normal, Identity. 

The representation of impaired characters, whether oral or literary, has often been seen in literature. In stories alongside regular 

characters, they strive to create locations of their own. However, the fictional space or function that these characters are given is 

never the same as other regular characters. Their primary aim is mostly either to act asa prop to the main characters or as a villain. 

Disability is often compared to evil and is harshly regarded. Deaf, dumb, blind or lame characters walked into the story to play 

several parts, whenever and wherever the writers of such stories choose to. But such characters with disabilities have always 

discriminated and depicted as dependent to the able-bodied others unless the story is a biography where disability is treated in a 

positive light. In the world of imagination, disabled individuals find an excuse by moulding or distorting their abnormality or 

deformity to enhance the normality and correctness of capable-bodied characters, hence presenting them as stereotypes rather 

than normal human beings. Such negative depictions of people with disabilities in literature are still rooted in our heads even after 

we forget the plot. The impressions of these and other characters have become significant, ignorant to any experiences that we 

might have in real life with people with disabilities. We corelate disabilities with sin, darkness, and danger in the back of our 

minds. Preconceptions such as these lead to ill-treatment of people who deny them fair access to opportunities and wellbeing. 

Treating disabilities from a clinical, educational or cognitive point of view is not enough to resolve this systemic inequality. There 
is a need to consider and explore disability as a social, cultural and political factor, and how discrimination against disability is 

preserved by literature and other aspects of culture. In this work, I plan to explore some cases of disability inclusion in Indian 

children's literature and to demonstrate how disability is not only a physical disorder that requires to be medically fixed' or 'cured,' 

but a literary structure that seeks its significance within a sociocultural context and how some books help to establish the idea of 

disability in children's minds. 

IJRARJFM1185 International Journal of Research and Analytical Reviews (1JRAR) www.iirar.org 470 
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Pandemics and Society: 
Is Medical Humanities a Solution? 

Introduction 

Surasree Deb Barman 

Abstract 

Medical Humanities is an area of research and practice that looks at health and 

medical problems from the viewpoint of philosophy, ethics, sociology, history, 
education, literature, and other disciplines. It has long shown that health 
cannot be attained, and that disease cannot be handled by scientific or technical 
means alone. You can't cure any patient only by practicing medication and 
denying his inner emotional need for healing. Medical humanities give insights 
into human circumstances, disease, and pain, self-perception, as well as human 
obligations towards selves, peers, and patients. It also aims to expand and 
enhance patient care, safety, and public health in order to minimize and 
overcome the reductive and dehumanising model of bio-medicine. The onset of 

the corona pandemic has brought on a dramatic change in the modern 
understanding of health care as a straightforward doctor-patient relationship. 
The cultural, social, political, historical, philosophical concerns which were 
either not taken seriously before or considered luxury during medical treatment 

are now strikingly drawn into the forefront. This paper reflects on the state and 

discontent of Indian society during the Covid-19 pandemic. It also touches on 

the idea that there is an immediate need for medical humanities and how it can 

actively inspire society to establish a good mental health infrastructure. 

Keywords: Covid-19, Man and Society, Medical Humanities, Mental Health, 

Healthcare. 

Disease does not distinguish between individuals, it does not consider if one 

IS rich or poor, and it certainly does not see any disparity between the borders 

of any entity, and this year, 2020 is a perfect example of this. Not only did 

the recent epidemic of the novel corona virus alarm everybody, it also drew a 

ViVid picture of the deteriorating health-care situation of third world 

COuntries and demanded for an urgent action from its authorities, In 
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